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FOREWORD

The New Mexico Human Rights Coalition and the New Mexico Human Rights Coalition
Education Fund would like to thank the survey participants for taking time to complete the
survey questionnaire. We want to thank the following partners that made this report
possible:

Joanna Miller
Juan José Peiia, Hispano Round Table
Ron Wallace, the Perspective Magazine
Felicia Griffin — The Write Choice Network

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce all or parts of this document for educational purposes
provided there are appropriate citations and acknowledgements to the NMHRC. Reproduction of all or
part of this document may not be done for sale or advertising purposes.

This document may also be found on the Coalitions’ Website: www.nmhrc.org
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Introduction to the New Mexico Human Rights Coalition

The New Mexico Human Rights Coalition (NMHRC) incorporated in April of 1996. This is not an
organization, rather a coalition of organizations and agencies that join together to speak as one
voice in advocating for human rights, human dignity, and equality of opportunities.

The NMHRC is a voluntary, nonpartisan association of autonomous organizations and agencies,
united, seeking to advance human rights for New Mexicans through government and
institutional action at all levels. By human rights, we mean not only the establishment and
enforcement of rights in law, but also realization of social, political, and economic conditions,
which make the fulfillments of these rights possible.

Introduction to the New Mexico Human Rights Coalition Education Fund

The New Mexico Human Rights Coalition Education Fund is an independent, non-profit
organization whose chief purpose is to conduct educational programs and workshops that serve
to educate and inform the public on a broad range of human rights issues and activities. The
Education Fund promotes policies that support civil rights and social and economic justice, and
encourages an understanding and appreciation of the diversity of the state of New Mexico.

The New Mexico Human Rights Coalition Education Fund operates within the framework of the
following principles and commitments:

A. We are committed to universal human rights and equal opportunities.

B. We are committed to the belief that all people should be afforded equal rights and
opportunities, regardless of race, color, national origin or ancestry, citizenship status,
language, religion, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, disability or
economic status.

C. We are committed to educating New Mexico’s Youth about the causes and goals of
human rights issues and activities, so that they will be prepared to assume leadership
roles in their own communities.
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Letter from the Director

January 2009

Community Partners and Friends,

In the last two sessions of the New Mexico State Legislature, the Senate failed to pass the
Domestic Partnership Rights and Responsibilities Act. The important and essential Act would
provide equal rights and protections to heterosexual couples, and same-sex couples who
either cannot or choose not to marry, as well as to New Mexico’s senior citizens and persons
with disabilities who all too often lose their social security and/or disability benefits when
they marry.

It is unconscionable that our state legislature will enact laws that provide protection and
ensure equal opportunity and treatment to minorities, women, and members of other
disadvantaged groups, but not provide the same for all groups who are historically
discriminated against.

In closing, it is hoped that the Representatives and Senators in the 2009 session will act
quickly to correct the wrong of 2008 and enact the Domestic Partner Rights & Responsibility
Act. | also hope that the people of New Mexico who believe in fairness and equality will
contact their Senators and Representatives to express their support for this important piece
of legislation. If you do not know who your Representative or Senator is visit
www.nmlegis.gov. It is likely that an overwhelming number of New Mexicans know someone
who was negatively impacted by the legislature’s failure to enact this legislation.

Frank Miranda, Director
NMHRC AND NMHRC ED FUND
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General

The New Mexico Human Rights Coalition (NMHRC) and the New Mexico Human Rights
Coalition Education Fund (NMHRC Ed Fund) conducted a survey to obtain information
from New Mexicans on their support of a domestic partnership act. Although the size
of the survey was limited and the intended purpose was to provide some feedback to
the New Mexico State Legislature from members of racial, ethnic and gender groups,
it is believed to be the first such effort to obtain such information from New Mexicans
on this important issue.

The Coalition sought input from individuals of various racial/ethnic backgrounds
regarding whether they support passage of a domestic partnership rights and
responsibilities act. Comments from participants were also welcomed.

A questionnaire was sent primarily through postal mailings to approximately 500
individuals in various parts of New Mexico. The Coalition’s newsletter’s list and a
portion of lists of the Hispano Roundtable and The Perspective Magazine (the African
American - focused magazine in New Mexico) were used. The mailings excluded
members and officers of the two coalitions, as well as public officials and
administrators of local and state governments. 225 surveys from the non-Coalition
lists were returned as undeliverable.

165 questionnaire responses were received. The information from one of the 165

responses was not included as it was received after the tabulations and analysis was
completed.
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Survey Overview

We received a total of 164 surveys back from across the state of New Mexico. The bulk of
responses came from the Albuquerque Metro Area. It is clear that an overwhelming majority
(88 percent) of the survey participants is in favor of the Domestic Partnership Rights &
Responsibilities Act (DPRRA). Twelve percent are not in favor the Act.

101 of the respondents are female and sixty-three respondents are males. 90 percent of the
females and 84 percent of the males support the Act and 10 percent of the females and 16
percent of the males do not support the Act.

84 percent of racial/ethnic minorities support the Act and 93 percent of non-minorities and
others support the Act. 16 percent of racial/ethnic minorities and 7 percent of non-minorities
and others do not support the act.

For those in support of the Act, many shared comments in favor of the Act, some saying that
it was long overdue.

For those that are not in support of the Act, many felt it was against personal religious
beliefs.

In conclusion the NMHRC will continue to work on passage of this act. The data provided by
this survey from the community and our many partners is in clear support of this act,
therefore, we feel that it is important to continue to work on passage of this very important
legislation. It is in tune with our mission to advocate for human rights, human dignity, and
equality of opportunities.
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Section | All Responses

Do you support the passage of the Domestic Partnership Rights & Responsibilities Act in the
New Mexico State Senate?

Total Survey Participant Response

ves I ..

Demographics of All Survey Participants

Gender of Survey Participants

B Female

= Male

8| NMHRC - SURVEY ON DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPACT — JANUARY 2009




Continued Demographics of All Survey Participants

Race and Ethnicity

Other/No Response
White/ Non-Hispanic
Native/Non-Hispanic

Hispanicor Latino
) ) W Participants
Black/Non-Hispanic

Asian/Non-Hispanic

Arab/Non-Hispanic

City of Residence

Unknown
SantaFe
Placitas
Los Lunas
Las Cruces
Grants B Survey Participant

Belen

Albuquerque

0%

50%
100%
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Section Il Yes and No Responses

Do you support the passage of the Domestic Partnership Rights & Responsibilities Act in the
New Mexico State Senate?

Demographics of the YES Survey Participant Responses:

In Support of the passage of the Domestic
Partnership Act

B Female

m Male

Race and Ethnicity

Other/No Response
White/Non-...
Native/Non-...

Hispanicor Latino

Black/Non-Hispanic H Participants

Asian/Npn-Hispanic

Arab/Non-Hispanic

0] 20 40 60 80
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Demographics of the NO survey Participant Responses:

Not in Support of the passage of the
Domestic Partnership Act

HFemale
50.00%

Male

Race and Ethnicity

Other/No Response
White/Non-Hispanic

Native/Non-Hispanic
| Participants

Hispanicor Latino

Black/Non-Hispanic

11 | NMHRC - SURVEY ON DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPACT — JANUARY 2009




COMMENTS INCLUDED WITH RESPONSES

(Some comments recorded from survey participants):

"Failure to pass the Domestic Partnership & Responsibilities Act is a violation against the Human
Rights of all citizens involved in this segment of the New Mexico population. Every citizen must
have the same rights as other Americans."

"It would be a boost to the economy! In states where there are similar laws-weddings (or unions)
are boosting the economy. | can see this also benefitting children as regards support and other
issues common to marriage

"l am a senior citizen that would most definitely benefit from this Act. | am a big proponent.”

"This legislation is WAY overdue!"
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